
HERITAGE HILLS SOCIETY
Board of Directors
Meeting Minutes – November 17, 2021

Meeting commenced at 1:30 pm

Motions:
· To approve the 2022 budget and 3% increase – the motion was approved. 

Board members in attendance: Gloria Anderson, Gene Archer, Annette Bensen, Frances Cicogna, Bob Ettinger, Bill Harden, Ann Harper, Dorinda Haskel-Palladino, Jack Mattes, Mark Packer, Patricia Ploss, Bruce Prince, Dom Rubino, Deica Ruiz, Alan Tepper.  John Milligan and Dave Jacobsen were also in attendance.

Dom Rubino, President, greeted everyone in attendance and those watching on Channel 21.  He advised that the budget discussion would be followed by questions only about the budget; any other comments from residents would be heard at the end of the meeting.

Deica Ruiz made a motion to approve the Minutes of the November 17, 2021 Regular Board Meeting.  Motion was unanimously approved.

Financial Report – Bill Harden, Treasurer:  October income was $458,810 and expenses were $486,035.  A number of large invoices are still outstanding and will be paid in the next few weeks.
· The Veteran’s memorial bench and tree are now placed near the paddleball courts and with a view of the pond.  A plaque will be placed on the bench.
· The 2022 proposed budget is $5,675,000; the increase in Society fees for 2022 is 3%.  Over 80% of the budget is made up of non-discretionary items, which include contracts, employee salaries and benefits, and the cost of operating the pools.  The greater part of the balance of the budget goes to major projects.  
· Bill Harden made a motion to approve the 2022 proposed budget and increase.  A roll call vote was taken.  Gloria Anderson, Gene Archer, Annette Bensen, Frances Cicogna, Bob Ettinger, Bill Harden, Ann Harper, Dorinda Haskel-Palladino, Jack Mattes, Mark Packer, Bruce Prince, Dom Rubino, and Deica Ruiz voted yes; Patricia Ploss and Alan Tepper abstained.  The motion passed 13 to 2.
· Patricia Ploss commented that she abstained because she felt there should be additional funds in the budget for Meadowlark Park improvements.  Alan Tepper abstained for the same reason.

Activities Reopening Status – Gloria Anderson, Chair:  Mask mandates will remain in place because COVID numbers have again begun to climb.  Since we have no way of knowing who has or has not been vaccinated we cannot take the risk of removing the mask mandate in Society facilities at this time.

Comcast Rebate Status Report – Gloria Anderson, Chair:  This is the last report of this Committee because we have just received the $20,000 grant reimbursing us for the new broadcast equipment.

Activities Committee – Ann Harper, Chair:  There are no other new clubs or activities to report this month.  Everyone is encouraged to participate in the Activities at HH.

Communications/Website/Newsletter – Annette Bensen, Chair:  There are no updates to report on the website at this time.  Susan Statkowski-Rivalsi gave a report on the Newsletter:
· The December issue of the Newsletter will be chock full of news about goings-on in our community. In addition to December Coming Events hosted by our Community Theater, Continuing Education, and Independent and Foreign Film groups, you’ll find information about the Toys for Tots program and Somers Volunteer Fire Department Candy Cane Run bringing Santa Clause to Heritage Hills in one of its fire trucks.
· Following the usual updates in the Community News section, you’ll find information about the new plantings at our main entrance median – what was planted and why; and there’s a summary of what took place at Meadowlark Park during this past year, with an updated full-page map.
· In the Centerfold you’ll find all you need to know about Heritage Hills Organizations. Much thanks to the Society Board for pulling that together and submitting it.
· Don’t miss the Family Focus section with its summary of Halloween goings on a few weeks ago.
· And in the Features section you’ll read about the grand opening of the outdoor Pickleball courts, this year’s October Art Show, one of the developers of Heritage Hills, two Woodcraft Club matters, and even a piece about the dogs of Heritage Hills.
· Finally, as a result of the ad for assistance we placed in the November issue, Phyllis Bradbury is a very welcome addition to the Newsletter Staff.

Fitness Center – Annette Bensen, Chair:  Everything is going well, a couple of new pieces of equipment will be purchased in the new year.  Now that the weather is changing, please bring a second pair of shoes to use at the gym; we must protect our equipment against snow and salt that can be tracked in by outdoor shoes. Everyone still needs to wear a mask.

Electric Car Stations Ad Hoc Committee – Gene Archer, Chair:  A site visit will be scheduled with Livingston Energy Group at which we will ask address our outstanding concerns.  An agreement enabling them to verify site information has been signed, and after the visit we will make a decision whether to proceed.  Bruce Prince commented that the Federal infrastructure bill has a goal of installing 55,000 charging stations throughout the country, and there are also changes in tax credits for those purchasing electric vehicles.  

Meadowlark Park – Patricia Ploss, Chair:  Larry Daitch is in discussions with the Audubon Society to see if we might partner with them in some way.  The Committee’s next meeting is right after Thanksgiving.

Landscape – Patricia Ploss, Chair:  Hope everyone is enjoying the rejuvenation of the median and the holiday lights.  The Committee will be meeting in January or February to discuss spring flowers.

Community Affairs Committee – Jack Mattes, Chair:  Donation boxes for the Toys for Tots program are located in the lobby areas at the Activities Center and also at Lake Lodge.  The program is run by the Marines, and this year they have added two ways to donate money if you would like to donate that way – you can use a QR code to make a donation, or you can write a check, payable to Marine’s Toys for Tots.  Eblasts with this information will be sent a couple of times a week.  Santa can’t be with us this year because of COVID.

Emergency Preparedness Committee – Jack Mattes, Chair:  The only change is that we have been recruiting people from the Somers Community to join the Committee.  We are the shelter for the town of Somers, and need more volunteers from HH as well as from the Town of Somers.

Somers Town Update – Bruce Prince:  The Tractor Supply Company at Baldwin place is still in the planning stage.  The development at the Somers National Golf Club is also in the planning stage; they are working to get final costs as well as permissions and approvals from a number of agencies and the Building Department.  There is no public hearing planned at the moment, the earliest would be in January, and announcements will be made when a date is set.  As a reminder, the changes include a miniature golf course, 24 additional parking spaces, areas for collecting storm water, an indoor golf range simulator, and a cigar bar with a small terrace.  Among other news, Dom Rubino mentioned that a new restaurant, Prime Pub, will be opening soon on the site of the old Imperial Wok; this will be their third location.

Library – Bruce Prince, Chair:  The Library purchases ten bestselling books every month, and the list of books can be found in the Newsletter and on Channel 21.  Later this month there may be relocation of some books inside the Library.  By the end of this year we hope to have a Library Newsletter, describing new books, retro books, and Gold Star books, among others.

Health & Safety – Flo Brodley, Chair:
· Health & Safety is offering an ongoing Medicare Counseling 1-1 program hosted by resident Jade Lew to assist residents with health plan choices during this Open Enrollment Period. Her calendar has been filled each of the past Tuesdays but spots are still open in the next two weeks. Reservations for the Tuesday sessions are taken at jadewonglew@gmail.com. 
· The Visiting Nurse Service (VNS) of Westchester appeared on November 13th and spoke about their non-profit nursing that’s over 120 years old as well as their new adjuncts that offer home health aides and assistance with Medicaid and other insurance issues. The question and answer period was quite lively and folks were given a great deal of information, some of which can be found in the mailroom. 
· Blood Pressure Screenings continue on the second Friday of each month; and you may walk in between 9-11am each session. Temperatures may be randomly checked and masks are required for everyone, fully vaccinated or not. For additional information, please contact Ellie at (914) 617-2109 or at elliebob1@gmail.com. 
· The Spousal Bereavement Group and the Dementia Caretaker Support Group are continuing to meet regularly and the latter has some openings. Our thanks to HH resident Linda Ludwig, Psy.D for facilitating these groups. We are still looking for a professional to lead a group experiencing losses other than that of a partner and will keep you informed. 
· As always, we encourage those with health & safety backgrounds to contact me at flo613@comcast.net with their c.v. if they wish to join our committee. Residents who’d like to volunteer to assist us with large programs are always needed and welcomed; please contact Alicia at albres@comcast.net.

Security Report – Dave Jacobsen, Prosegur Supervisor:  For October there were 66 medical calls, 58 security calls, 12 fire calls, the majority of which were for fire alarms, 76 service calls, 10 maintenance calls, 4 accidents and 17 parking violations, a total of 243 for the month and 2,588 year to date.  Reminder to please use caution when driving, there are a lot of wet leaves on the road, and early morning icing.

Operations Report – John Milligan, Property Manager:  
· Generator:  Heritage Hills Society was granted a variance for the installation of two additional 1,000 gallon buried propane tanks to fuel a new 125kw generator. Four 1,000 gallon tanks have been put aside in the maintenance yard.  Contract for installation of the generator has been awarded by the Town of Somers and the generator has been ordered – likely not ready for delivery until the spring.  The Town of Somers Highway Dept. will provide excavation for new tanks. The goal is to have them installed by the end of December, this year.
· Paving: paving work and repairs have been completed, as well as two new sets of speed humps, one on East Hill Drive and one in front of the Activities Center; these humps are more gradual than others on the property, but still with the goal of slowing speeders down. 
· Drainage: Drainage pipe replacement to be done in Condos 12 and 19 in the next few weeks
· Most of our pools are covered for the winter but we are waiting delivery for a new cover for Pool 3, and until it is received there will be daily leaf removal at that pool.
· At the Maintenance Yard we need to repair the gas pump fire suppression system, and also make repairs to two lifts in the garage.
· SUEZ: the company, including SUEZ NA, has been acquired by Veolia Environmental, a French company.  Our SUEZ rep expects no real changes for at least 18 months. We should have a water quality report by June 1st if not sooner.
· NYSEG has completed their work on the East Hill, and have ten Condos to do on the West Hill, which will take approximately two more years.  At the end of their infrastructure replacement project they will have spent between $15 and $20 million.
· Halstead Quinn is renting additional space at the Maintenance Yard; the loan is basically paid for by the three rental contracts we have.

There being no further business a motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 2:25 pm.  Motion was approved. The next Board meeting is on December 22 at 7:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted by:
Deica Ruiz
Secretary, Heritage Hills Society, LTD
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